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LIFE IS AN ILLUSION!!
On What Perspective Are You Focusing?

I�m Trying to Become...

But Nothin� Is Happening
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LIFE IS AN ILLUSION!!
On What Perspective Are You Focusing?

Focus on the white area�
and see a vase.
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LIFE IS AN ILLUSION!!
On What Perspective Are You Focusing?

Focus on the black area�and see
two silohettes looking at each other.
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how does change occur?

Discipleship is Changing Your Focus..
how does change occur?

THE ILLUSION of GROWTH

T        oday�s generations have known no other model than the educational
system. If we want to change, we have become conditioned to read a
book, take a class or pay for advise. We focus on a program related to a
topic and teach people what they need to study, learn, do and apply. And,
we even try to hold them accountable to such truth.

What the scripture calls our flesh migrates toward this model. We feel
in control of our growth, even in our Christian life. In this, we are no
different than the first century religious community. They had the same
perspective for spiritual education...it was just called Pharisaism.

We have lost the focus of this statement...Education is not a preparation
for life�education is life. Initially, Christ taught his disciples a series
of parables, describing a different focus on how God would establish the
illusive process of growth in a person�s life. Afterward, Christ told them,
�If you don�t understand these truths, you will not understand
anything else I tell you.� Encapsulated in these parables, Christ hid
seeds of illusive truth that described how genuine change would occur.
Such hope was to be founded in a new system of freedom from the bondage
of trying to use God�s truth to be and become better through personal
accountability, self-help and performance.



Parable of the Farmer�

Parable of the Mustard Seed�

Parable of the Lamp�

Parable of the Soils�

HOW GOD—NOT ME—PRODUCES GROWTH...
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Parable of the Farmer�This establishes a simple truth we have
difficulty in submitting to�God controls the growth process, and
we are not going to figure it out or explain how it happens.
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Parable of the Farmer�This establishes a simple truth we have
difficulty in submitting to�God controls the growth process, and
we are not going to figure it out or explain how it happens.

Parable of the Mustard Seed�Such supernatural growth starts
out small, like a seed, in each life. But, this God-ordained growth
will bring huge value over time, not only for me, but as well for
those who will benefit and be touched by its value in my life.
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Parable of the Farmer�This establishes a simple truth we have
difficulty in submitting to�God controls the growth process, and
we are not going to figure it out or explain how it happens.

Parable of the Mustard Seed�Such supernatural growth starts
out small, like a seed, in each life. But, this God-ordained growth
will bring huge value over time, not only for me, but as well for
those who will benefit and be touched by its value in my life.

Parable of the Lamp�God promises that He will be at work
revealing whatever area of truth is needed for me at any moment
in my life�graciously revealing only one chunk at a time. As I
respond to what He is revealing, He will go on to another area.
God leads me to become. He is in control of the growth process,
unraveling the hidden issues of my heart and soul.
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Parable of the Farmer�This establishes a simple truth we have
difficulty in submitting to�God controls the growth process, and
we are not going to figure it out or explain how it happens.

Parable of the Mustard Seed�Such supernatural growth starts
out small, like a seed, in each life. But, this God-ordained growth
will bring huge value over time, not only for me, but as well for
those who will benefit and be touched by its value in my life.

Parable of the Lamp�God promises that He will be at work
revealing whatever area of truth is needed for me at any moment
in my life�graciously revealing only one chunk at a time. As I
respond to what He is revealing, He will go on to another area.
God leads me to become. He is in control of the growth process,
unraveling the hidden issues of my heart and soul.

Parable of the Soils�The question then becomes for me�how
will I respond to what He brings into my life? These responses
have a way of molding me to become, one choice and response at
time. The different responses that I will have and need to go
through for growth are in the hidden in the story of each soil.
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Parable of the Farmer

Parable of the Mustard Seed
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HOW GOD—NOT ME—PRODUCES GROWTH...

how does change occur?
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THE ILLUSION of GROWTH

�

God�s job is to reveal what we need for
our growth at any given time,

our job is to respond.

It took Christ�s discipleship process to
change his disciples� focus on this

illusion...it will take no less for us.



11. NO LISTENING–NO GROWTH   ... FORMING EARS

L  istening is essential to producing spiritual transformation. This involves
developing a soft heart that can sense what God is revealing. If my heart is
hard and not listening, I can�t expect what He is showing me to take root.
An initial and significant part of growth is establishing a heart that is sensitive
enough to just listening to what God is revealing.

When God is revealing a new seed of �truth� to me, it will probably not take
root initially. Most likely, it will go right over my head. In the �busy�ness of
trying to control life, we can easily miss tuning into the frequency of God�s
voice to our hearts. Rather, we can establish a hardened heart that responds
in leaning upon our own understanding.

Parable of Soils...
Rocky Soil

Parable of Soils...
Rocky Soil

listeninglistening



11. NO LISTENING–NO GROWTH   ... FORMING EARS

L  istening is essential to producing spiritual transformation. This involves
developing a soft heart that can sense what God is revealing. If my heart is
hard and not listening, I can�t expect what He is showing me to take root.
An initial and significant part of growth is establishing a heart that is sensitive
enough to just listening to what God is revealing.

When God is revealing a new seed of �truth� to me, it will probably not take
root initially. Most likely, it will go right over my head. In the �busy�ness of
trying to control life, we can easily miss tuning into the frequency of God�s
voice to our hearts. Rather, we can establish a hardened heart that responds
in leaning upon our own understanding.

By fulfilling God�s job of
revealing truth customized to
my life, He desires to lead me
through one circumstance at
a time to trust in Him with all
my heart�with every area of
my existence. How am I
growing to be quiet, listen and
hear where He is leading me
to follow Him�with a heart
softened in responses of trust
and repentance?

Parable of Soils...
Rocky Soil

Parable of Soils...
Rocky Soil

...what is revealed is not
responded to because of

inability to hear due
to a hard heart.

listeninglistening



22. NO PAIN–NO GAIN       ... DEVELOPING ENDURANCE

W        e try to educate people with God�s truth so that they won�t fail. But, pain,
trials or rejection are essential to real-life discipleship growth. And freedom
must be given for us all to fall away. This response described a stick that fell
away on a trap, leading an animal to see the problem that caused it to get
entrapped.

Learning how not to do something is essential to moving on to how to do it.
It is through my failures, I see what I am truly trusting in, how weak my flesh
is and how much more I need to trust God to lead me out of the trap.
Transformation does not come about because I am able to make myself well.

Just the opposite. God�s way of
making me become occurs as
He leads me in and through fall
away experiences. They are
necessary for me to see in what
areas I am sick.Parable of Soils...

Shallow Soil
Parable of Soils...

Shallow Soil

enduringenduring



22. NO PAIN–NO GAIN       ... DEVELOPING ENDURANCE

W        e try to educate people with God�s truth so that they won�t fail. But, pain,
trials or rejection are essential to real-life discipleship growth. And freedom
must be given for us all to fall away. This response described a stick that fell
away on a trap, leading an animal to see the problem that caused it to get
entrapped.

Learning how not to do something is essential to moving on to how to do it.
It is through my failures, I see what I am truly trusting in, how weak my flesh
is and how much more I need to trust God to lead me out of the trap.
Transformation does not come about because I am able to make myself well.

Just the opposite. God�s way of
making me become occurs as
He leads me in and through fall
away experiences. They are
necessary for me to see in what
areas I am sick.

Failure is not to be avoided,
it is to be experienced. In
whatever areas I am living
according to the flesh (and we
all have them), it is absolutely
necessary for me to experience
death to such areas (Rom. 8:13)
and endure through it.

Parable of Soils...
Shallow Soil

...what is revealed begins to grow,
but easily reverts back to what is

accustomed to when pain, problems,
trials and rejection occurs.

Parable of Soils...
Shallow Soil

enduringenduring



Q    uality fruit production does not
occur without pruning. Pure gold
isn�t produced without refining.
And God knows just the areas to
lead us through�to put the shears
and heat to so that we will become
what He desires to produce.

Whether it is the need of survival,
security, significance or love and
acceptance, Christ identifies three
dominant areas that will hinder
the fruit from producing its
product�

• Controlled by Worry…What Do I Trust In for Survival?
• Driven by the Desire for Other Things…Where is My Significance?
• Distracted by the Appetite for Riches…Where is My Security?

33. NO PRUNING–NO FRUIT   ...EXPERIENCING the 
   PROCESS of REFINEMENT.

Parable of Soils...
Thorny Soil

Parable of Soils...
Thorny Soil

refiningrefining



Q    uality fruit production does not
occur without pruning. Pure gold
isn�t produced without refining.
And God knows just the areas to
lead us through�to put the shears
and heat to so that we will become
what He desires to produce.

Whether it is the need of survival,
security, significance or love and
acceptance, Christ identifies three
dominant areas that will hinder
the fruit from producing its
product�

• Controlled by Worry…What Do I Trust In for Survival?
• Driven by the Desire for Other Things…Where is My Significance?
• Distracted by the Appetite for Riches…Where is My Security?

Each of these areas are driven by the need to be in control and find our security,
significance and acceptance in myself or how others view me. In any area of my
life, I can be driven to feed my soul by trusting in what I can gain, but destroy
myself and what I am becoming. I may get it, but the illusion is I will get something
I am not even aware of�What shall it profit me to gain the whole world

and screw up my soul or who I become!!

33. NO PRUNING–NO FRUIT   ...EXPERIENCING the 
   PROCESS of REFINEMENT.

...what is revealed grows fully, but does
not produce the fruit due to being

sidetracked by the worries of daily life,
the pursuit after other goals, and the

appetite for material things.

Parable of Soils...
Thorny Soil

Parable of Soils...
Thorny Soil

refiningrefining



C     hrist started this journey with
an invitation, Follow Me and I
will make you become a
fishers of men. Such a relation-
ship evokes two questions. The
first is�Who are you?  I won�t
follow anyone I do not trust. Yet,
the reason to learn to trust Him
was not for what I would get out
of it, but rather so that I would
follow Him. And He will lead me
to focus on the second
question�How do I follow?  It
was at this point, Christ said,
If you want to follow me, you
must learn to deny yourself and pick up your cross.

44. SOME FRUIT–MORE FRUIT    ...ESTABLISHING the 
   PRODUCT thru the PROCESS

Parable of Soils...
Fruitful Soil

Parable of Soils...
Fruitful Soil

producingproducing



C   hrist started this journey with
an invitation, Follow Me and I
will make you become a
fishers of men. Such a relation-
ship evokes two questions. The
first is�Who are you?  I won�t
follow anyone I do not trust. Yet,
the reason to learn to trust Him
was not for what I would get out
of it, but rather so that I would
follow Him. And He will lead me
to focus on the second
question�How do I follow?  It
was at this point, Christ said,
If you want to follow me, you
must learn to deny yourself and pick up your cross.

As desribed in the parable of the soils, God orchestrates specific events to work
through each of these responses as a means to expose my fleshly ways and to
crucify them. The end of the rope experiences of life are designed for me to let go
of the control in my flesh and be broken enough to trust in Him in my spirit. The
illusion is that I am not becoming because I am trying to change myself, but
because I am becoming one response at a time. And it is God who is weaving this
process together for good to restore my soul and make me become. God is the
vine; I am the branch. Unless the branch abides in the vine, it can not produce

      anything. This is the hope of change.

44. SOME FRUIT–MORE FRUIT    ...ESTABLISHING the 
   PRODUCT thru the PROCESS

...what is revealed grows and
produces the mature fruit. I become
one whose purpose is to serve rather
than be served and pays the price

to pass on freedom to others.

Parable of Soils...
Fruitful Soil

Parable of Soils...
Fruitful Soil

producingproducing
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ordained circumstances

SPIRITSPIRIT

the cycles of �becoming� in life
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...what is revealed is not
responded to because of

inability to hear due
to a hard heart.
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MISSION STATEMENT…

• M.Div.—Temple Baptist Seminary
• S.T.M.—Dallas Theological Seminary
• 18 years of professional ministry

with Fellowship Bible Church No.
Plano, TX.

• Disciple-Leader of QLD Men's Groups
• Director of Quantum L.E.A.P

• 18 years of ministry experience
with children’s,women’s and small
group ministry

• Disciple-Leader of QLD Women's Groups
• Co-Director of Quantum L.E.A.P.
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Write: P.O. Box 941411  •  Plano, TX  75094-1623    Phone: (214) 727-5724

Quantum L.E.A.P. Discipleship develops disciples in the
Christian faith through establishing the Follow Me process
from the book of Mark as the foundation for one's walk
with God, who will make them become one who is free
to serve and love others.

Email: info@qldinc.com
Website: www.qldinc.org

““To put it simply, God is using this discipleship process to
restructure and revitalize my relationship with Christ. It is
revitalizing it, in that, I'm consciously much more reliant on
Christ for my good, and trusting less in my own abilities and
devices. I'm restructuring my attitude about and approach to
dealing with life's pain and the daily challenges and problems
I face, both big and small. I'm learning to let go of control.

Testimony of QLD Disciple
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